
 

 
Commission européenne, B-1049 Bruxelles / Europese Commissie, B-1049 Brussel - Belgium. Telephone: (32-2) 299 11 11. 
 

 

EUROPEAN COMMISSION 
DIRECTORATE-GENERAL MIGRATION AND HOME AFFAIRS 
 
Directorate D: Security    
Unit D2: Terrorism and Radicalisation 
 

 

Conference: EU Cities Against 
Radicalisation 

 

Brussels, 26 February 2018 

Concept Note 

 

Background and rationale 

The EU policy framework recognises the crucial role of cities in preventing and 
countering violent radicalisation. 

The European Commission provides financial assistance to the local dimension through 
a number of funding instruments (e.g. Internal Security Fund and Horizon 2020). 

The European Commission offers a platform for exchanges and supports cities in their 
capacity building efforts for instance through workshops, trainings, guidance material 
developed within the Radicalisations Awareness Network.  

Furthermore, a number of institutional and non-institutional organisations such as the 
Council of Europe, Strong Cities Network and the Nordic Safe Cities, Efus are focusing 
on supporting and linking cities and other local stakeholders. 

On 8 March 2018, the EU Mayor’s Conference - co-organised by the European 
Commission and the Committee of the Regions - witnessed the strong interest of EU 
cities in exchanging best practices, but also in establishing and strengthening 
links and the potential for closer cooperation. 

In its final report1, the High-Level Expert Group on Radicalisation (HLCEG-R) has 
furthermore recommended the Commission “to facilitate the identification of good 
practices and guidance for local cooperation in the prevent work [...]” and to bring 
together the main European and international organisations and associations 
active at the local level. 

                                                 
1
 https://ec.europa.eu/home-affairs/sites/homeaffairs/files/what-we-do/policies/european-agenda-

security/20180613_final-report-radicalisation.pdf 
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Ir is against this background, that the Commission is organising, in collaboration with the 
Committee of the Regions, the Conference “EU Cities Against Radicalisation”, on 
26th February 2018 in Brussels. 

 
Objectives 
 

1. Foster exchanges among cities to identify effective and transferrable 

approaches; 

2. Build on expertise and experience of cities and organisations/initiatives to 

support cities and identify the scope for further initiatives. 

Addressees 

The Conference will gather approx. 150 participants. While the main addressees are EU 
cities, in particular mayors, the conference is also hosting organisations and initiatives 
addressing the challenge of violent radicalisation at the local level in the EU as well as 
national policy makers and EU bodies. 

EU cities: 

Up to two representatives of EU cities, ideally mayors, striving for a balanced 
geographical representation and presence of smaller and bigger and advanced and less 
advanced cities in the fight against radicalisation. 

Organisations and Initiatives: 

Representatives of the following organisation or initiatives: Radicalisation Awareness 
Network, Council of Europe - Congress of cities, Nordic Safe Cities Network, Strong 
Cities Network, European Forum for Urban Security, Practicies Project (funded by 
Horizon 2020), PREPARE Project, BRIDGE Project, ERDF, ISF-P, Justice Programme, 
Erasmus+, Mobile Intervention Teams.  

EU institutions: 

European Commission, Committee of the Regions, European Parliament. 

National policy makers: 

One representative per Member State. 

Format 

The one-day Conference will be held in Brussels, at the premises of the Committee of 
the Regions.  

Mr. Dimitris Avramopoulos, EU Commissioner for Migration, Home Affairs and 
Citizenship, and Sir Julian King, EU Commissioner for the Security Union, will open the 
Conference, after welcome words provided by Mr. Karl-Heinz Lambertz, President of the 
Committee of the Regions.  

The conference is divided into four panels which combine short presentations (5 minutes 
each) to set the scene and trigger discussions among panellists and with the audience. 

1. The morning session will identify on challenges, innovative responses and 
collaboration among different partners: 
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 The first session will be focused on challenges and innovative approaches: how 

cities have successfully responded to a specific challenge in innovative manner. 

Four cities will present their challenges and initiatives, followed by a short 

debate. 

 The two sessions will be punctuated by a 30-minute coffee break offering 

participants the possibility for one-to-one meetings with other participants.  

 The second session will address on challenges and partnerships: what can we 

learn from collaboration projects? To which extent can cities support each other? 

What are the challenges and opportunities of a partnership with different actors? 

What can be externalised and how? Four cities will report about their 

collaboration, followed by a short debate. 

 

Market place  

During the lunch break, a “market place” will be organised, where different networks 
and EU funding programmes as well as a selected number of cities, will be able to 
present their initiatives in an interactive way. It will be the occasion for participants to get 
more information on diverse projects and initiatives and meet other local 
representatives.  

 

2. The afternoon session will encourage exchanges between the local and the 
national dimension, showcase the support provided to the local dimension and 
identify the scope for further initiatives presenting an EU added value: 

 The third session will focus on the interaction between cities and national 

governments: representatives of national and/or regional initiatives and policy 

makers will exchange views on how to best support and empower cities, followed 

by a short debate. 

 The two sessions will be punctuated by a 30-minute coffee break during which 

participants will be able to schedule one-to-one meetings with other participants.  

 The fourth session will focus on the available EU assistance to support cities. 

Representatives of European and International networks and initiatives will 

highlight how they can support EU cities EU cities, followed by a short debate. 

The final open debate provide the opportunity to identify needs that are not yet fully 
covered and on possible further initiatives with a clear EU added value: The main 
question will be: Where could the EU make a difference in the future work of EU cities 
against radicalisation? 


